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S1. Experimental
The title compound was prepared by heating ethyl 2-bromo-2-(2,3,4-trimethoxyphenyl)acetate (13.62 g, 40.9 mmol) with triethyl phosphite (7.4 ml, 43.4 mmol) to reflux for 2 h under inert conditions. After the reaction was cooled to room temperature H 2 O (20 ml) was added. The mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (5 x 40 ml), the combined organic layer was washed with sat. NaCl solution (2 x 20 ml), dried over Na 2 SO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. Further purification was achieved by a short-path distillation removing the excess of reagent followed by a short column chromatography 
S2. Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbons were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 Å (aromatic) or 0.98-0.99 Å (sp 3 C-atom). All H atoms were refined in the riding-model approximation with isotropic displacement parameters (set at 1.2-1.5 times of the U eq of the parent atom).
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Figure 1
View of compound I. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
Ethyl 2-(diethoxyphosphoryl)-2-(2,3,4-trimethoxyphenyl)acetate
Crystal data 
